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Noun: a word that names an object, idea, person, place, etc. (e.g. ‘Black Death’, disease’, ‘town’).
Noun phrase: a phrase including a noun and any words that modify its meaning (e.g. the king of
England’).

Verb: words that describe actions (‘Galen developed a theory’), incidents (‘The disease spread’) and
situations (‘Galen’s theory lasted for centuries’).

Subject-verb construction: A noun or noun phrase combined with a verb that tells you what the
subject did or is doing.

How can I make sure I am answering the question?
Look at this exam-style question in which key nouns, noun phrases and verbs are highlighted:

Bxplain why there was continuity in ideas about the cause of disease
during the period ¢1250-¢1500. (12 marks)

Now look at the first two sentences from two different responses to this question below.
Answer A

Although the Church controlled medical learning, Galew's ideas on the cause of disease were
accepted. Galenw's ideas fitted in with the ideas of the Church.

Answer B
Galen developed the Theory of Opposites. He also believed in the idea of a soul.

1. a. Which answer signals most clearly that it is going to answer the question?
b. Write a sentence or two explaining your choice.
2. Now look at this exam-style question:

Explain one way in which people's reactions to the plague were gimilar
in the 14th and 17th centuries. (4 marks)

a. Which are the key nouns, noun phrases and verbs in this question? Note them down.

b. Write the first two sentences of your response to this question.

c. In your opening sentences highlight any key words from the question. Have you used them
all? If not, try rewriting your sentences, including all the words and phrases to signal that your
response is answering the question clearly.
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